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Als inſtruction was given to Titus, 


hom St. Paul had left in C rete upon 
15M h a ſpecial ocęaſion, ig. to ſet in or- 
eder the things that were wanting, and to ſet- 
«. tle he chriſtian churches there under proper 
altes *: The inhabitants of, that iſland 
have not the beſt; of characters, ,**:the.;Crg- 
< tignsare ſaid to be always liars, evil beaſts, 
flow bellies.” . They ſeem to have been, 
toq generally, perſons of a factious unruly 
ſpirit, prone to ſedition, and apt to forget 
'the. duty. and allegiance, which they owed 
to their lawful. ſuperiors. - „It. Was, therefore | 
Wan 227 bis Aa#nowo08 1892 igb 
Jans 477 Tit. 1. 5. | 50626 Bid, 2 Did in 19 


24 


34 


90 See ee is obſerved from Suidas, * Dr, IVhithy 
upon the place. 1 
* 


„eto bios ig wits 1011 ah aj fothuanet © 
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4 Lizenry and Lora rr: Or, 
highly proper to put them in mind to be 
<« ſubject to principalities and powers, to 
«©, obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every 
_ ©--pood work: work. Ang ſince the Paul 

thought fit to give ſuch a direction to Titus, 
T tage it will not be deer | 
foreign to the miniſterial office, to inſiſt upon 
the duty of ſubjection to our lawful gover- 
nors in a chriſtian aſſembl $; Or that a chri- 
ſtian miniſter ' acts ont | 1 character, and 


eddleth in beyond hi vinee, 
IT inculcating e i ut v 60 124 = 
oy But, e A eafonible to 


Wüct upon this topic, it road - certainly be 
ſo, at a juncture, when a rebellion, St 
ally formed in the nation, when a ſpir 
ſedition is induſtriouſly ſpread and =_ 
Dy eviliniided perſons, in order to overt rn 
Sur preſent happy eonfiinition;! 10 fuſer : 
the laws, feligion and liberties of theſe 
realms, and to introduce the moſt abſolute 
tyramy and fla boch in church and 
mate ee I have no reaſon 
© fuff our loyalty to the -prefent- goyern- 
Mek, huet y been 26 este my own; 
Jet, in fegard te the preſent fitnation of our 
Public sfr, give me Teave to put you in 
mind to bs ſabjeer to f prineipakties and powers, 
io odey magiltrates, to be feady to every good 
work, which may eentribute to cb, 
n legal government, and the maintainin 
of 9 and peace. Trwitfat thel * 
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A Defence of the PE rig $ 
2 reat ſatisfaction to us all, to ſee the ratio» 
nal grounds of our layaley cleared up, og 
Iaced- in 3 proper and juſt, light, - 
15 ed, I propoſe to inſiſt upon tha 5 
Fe in | | dilcourſe e. Ii wy 1 


0 ri Ken; To conſider he e, to > whom 
ſubjection is required as ef 
N er CONDL v, to explain the nature and ex- 
dent of this ſub) ons 
ll - Tirnvby; To prove the iges of 
08 this duty by ſome proper arguments. 
And then conelude the whole with foine 
ſeaſbnable and uſeful reflections. 9 


929 Sine 10 orm 


/ } 5 I am ta eonſider te prone 10 hom 
3 9 HubjeRion is required a due. 


We are Fommanded, to be ſubject to grinci- 
F an dps x fe y which we are to under- 
and mag iſtrates of every ferm and denomination. 
There 900 different ſpecies of government in 
; _ the world ; but, in every diſtinct form of go- 
 verninent, "thoſe, inveſted with the go 3 verning 
ower are the perſons to whom fubjection 
is properly due, Nor is ſuhjection due to 
\ . the ſupteme magiſtrate. of a nation alone; 
but likewiſe to his lawful deputies, and thoſe 
Who act by his authorit nd thus inferior 
and ee e muſt be reve- 
|| © renced and obeyed in the proper execution 
i; ft their ſeveral and reſpective offices. Sub- 
| mit — faith the apoſtle 12 to 


Conti! every 


I « * for the praiſe of them that do w WC 


hate the ardinauce of man; and yet. St. Poul 
| _ ſpeaks of civil government AS the, ordinance 


L exc unde of others is of divine f rig 
ther have any particular perfolis wn thority 


— — 0 . — oa tie AD bit Yea. * 
"AY ” 


_ _  reditary, by national compact and e 
5 Thus, e. g. the 585 of theſe Tealine, f 


„ Dr. upto erte, as thole that are ſe! 
& Aim for the pünitbment 'of. evil do do 


7 of. ſcripture it is 05 AS 
remark. that St. Peter ſtiles the civil. magi- 


1 75 e e Te manner of ex- 
Vis eaſily Wiſtinguiſh- 


e n yh 1 


is the grdinance..ofi,God, and, The, particular 
forms of 8 or, the particular p er- 
ons inveſted wih the governing. p 7 
Which may be called the ordinance 655 man. 57 


For, as no particular form of ith Ga. 


t ſo neil : 
{ICS 


pum independently on the choice and « 2 
nt. of the people Wbetbet tacit” Ir, ex i 


| Originally mankind Are all up on, fevel, #1 
one man 1 5 naturally 10 l b tig Abt than 


andther, to govern his "low eee es; : but 0 


5 this Ti gutt 1 Is conferred d upon patticular perfous 


or wille, as the crown is, "elective or her 


* 


* 


: 0, . 85 1 TY 
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bt x Pet. ii. 13, 14. + Rom. Xiii, x, 2. 
1 dee Dr. on 1 Pet, 1 ii. . 


I | Defence SY the preſent 8 . 


1 royal family, by the act of ſettlement 
made in the reign of king William III. of 
immortal memory: to ſet aſide which act, 
in favour of a renounced: abjured and pub- 
| licly excluded pretender, is the unreaſonable 
attempt of the | preſent unnatural, rebellion; 
an attempt the more weak and wicked, as it 
Ede upon Naviſh principles, and can only 
erve flaviſh purpoſes; becauſe it is founded 
in a claim of abſolute hereditary right in 
the prince independent on-the. conſent of the 
eople. And this is a claim no leſs abſurd 
in itſelf than miſchievous i in its conſequences. 
What was it, but the conſent of the people, 
which made the crown of theſe realms be- 
reditary at the firſt? Now, what the people 
can give,” they can alſo take away, when 
the: condition of the grant is not performed, 
If they can entail the crown upon a certain 
line, they can likewiſe cut; off the entail 
again, when hey ſee juſt occaſion, and trans- 
er the right to another family, or to ano- 
ther branch of the ſame family, as often as 
the great and valuable ends of government 
make it neceſſary ſo (to do. And I will 
venture to ſay, whoever, denies this ri 


Bo 


_ is people, and acteth according to the 
polite principle, ſuch a perſon can be no 
ftiend to the liberties of mankind, but pro- 
ons upon a plan of abſolute tyranny and 
ſlavery, notwithſtanding the moſt plauſible 
Ke to rb e 80 that 11 reli- 


Sion 
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| - _to be thrs, 125 e the public good; 


| dae e out of the queſtion, the au | 


of civil liberty and proper itſelf is under- 
mined, fubverted, rained by ſuch a deſtruc- 
tive ſyſtem of Politics. a 
If we look back to as original | of civil 
government, it will manifeſtly y appe pear, that, 
as the proper etid of government is the good 
of the 
it the beginning intruſted with the go- 
_ Vertiing® power, who were judged the beſt 
qualified to anſwwer this Bobs 55 of their 
uleful and important office.“ And certain it is 
that, whether civil ma iſtracy be conſidered as 
the ordinance of God, of "the ordinance of 


man, view it in the fight of 4 divine inſtitu- 


tion, of a human appointment, the proper 
defgn of government will evidently appear 


ecaufe, neither God nor man could propo 
any other end by it, and conſequently ould 
inveſt no perſons with a power to act incon- 


ſiſtentſy with this great end. Therefore the 5 . 


Prineipalities and powers, to whom ſubjection 
is of right due, are thoſe worthy magiſtrates, 
who faithfully ekecute their high Ahn, who 
tule for the | d of the bc, and who 
exerciſe their authorit 10 as "the erke. for 
the benefit 0 On; as. i e the 
Fs 880155 CL ee - mag 
e ul Wen e iel = 


 penes reges/ erat 3 quos ad faſtigium huj us mafeſtatis : now 
ambitio popularis, ſed ſpectata inter bonos — pro. 


* * * I. — I, 


— 
* 


people governed, ſo thoſe perſons a 5 5 


Aire F the poof Goternment. 9 


- magiſtrates j iſt authority is the rüle and mea- 
{are of Gur fuhection, and ſo, whete he hath 


no tight to command, we can be under no 
tie or obligation to obe 5. From whence it 
follows, that when any prince goeth about 
to injure, and oppreſs his ſubjects, by en- 
desvouring to deprive them of their rights 
and privileges; in this unhappy caſe, the peo- 
ple have a juſt unalienable right to with- 
draw. their allegiance, to depoſe him and 
choſe another in his room. And this is the 
wiſe rational and juſt principle, upon which 
the happy revolution was founded, under the 
prince of Orange; that glofious inſtrument 
Which the providence of God raiſed up to 
deliver theſe nations from the apparent dan- 
ger of univerſal flavery and opprefſion, both 
<ivil and religious, and to erect' a e 
barrier àgainſt thoſe infupportable evils, 


the ptoteſtant ſueceſſion; Which God preſery 


r this excellent purpoſe! 01 fie 


I am not ignorant that the Eelet and 


enemies of that great and - blefſed 
aye earheſtly contended for another 
ſcheme ot government, very different” from 

what hath been deſcribed, and no leſs te. 


pugnant both to reaſon and ſeripture. "Theſe 


men have preached up the doctrine of 
ue obedience and non- refiftance, as a duty 
indiſpenfible under ary government; the de- 
ſign of Which wild and extravagant notion 
Was to re the 1 abſurd opinion of 
95 . 9 | : 40%. 
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= if it were lawful to reſiſt and depoſe them 


+» * y A? 2 5 
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_ #bſolute bereditary.i feafible right. in pr 


A . 


on no accqunt, in no caſe whatſoever, Upon 
theſe wretched principles it is, that the revo- 


lation. aforeſaid | hath. been ignorantly. Or ma- 


Liciouſly cenſured and condemned, and the 
idle claims of a diſcarded pretender trumped 
up againſt it, by a gloomy ſet of men; who 
emed to be formed for the moſt abject and 


Hgnominious.ſlayery, and. to have loſt all the | 


the noble ſpirit of humane, chr ſis n. Lg | 
-libe erty. r 
Is it not ſhocking te to common nk, to ſup- 


poſe that any man or any race of men, 


ſhould: have a right to govern and bear rule, 
to the prejudice, ruin and deſtruction of a 


nation? that this right is indgfegfible, and 
never to be extinguiſhed by the moſt male 
-adminiſtration.! that it is an Hereditary right, 


Which one tyrant may bequeath to another, 
and tranſmit to his poſterity, how- unfit ſo- 


;ever they are to govern a free and bappy 


people, and though they are as little qualified 5 


10 anſwer the true ends of government as 
a race of fools or mad men. I ſay doth not 
mon ſenſe or reaſon ſtrongly e ee | 


__ - geainſt the abſurdity and villany: of- this wild 
5 and wicked h ypotheſis? 


The au i and. N of; "this: vit 5 
Ugjugt and oppteſſive ſcheme of government 
are guilty of a further and a greater error, 


Fan: ee their ir folly: When they 
"RF would 
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As Defence of 'the preſent Government. 11: 
bl father their ſpurious ſyſtem- -upon the- 


word of God, and pretend to ſupport it by 
the ſacred 3 of the boly® ſcriptures. 


To this vile purpoſe the language of St. Paul 
hath been ſtrangely perverted, in the 1375 
chapter of his epiſtle to the Romans; and 
ſuch a conſtruction hath been put upon his 
words, as if he had enjoined the molt abſo- 
loute ſubmiſſion and ſubjection to the wortt 
of tyrants, becauſe, it ſeems, that cpiſtle 
Was written at the time when Nero was em- | 
peror of Rome. This is the plauſible, but 
vain pretence, which fome weak or def ign- 
ing men have confidently made uſe of, to 
ſupport their whimſical notion of the abſo- 
lute unlawfulneſs of reſiſtance, even under 
the moſt cruel inhumane and tyrannical go- 
vernment. As this is the ſheet anchor of a 
deſperate dauſe and the principal ground of 
the hypotheſis Tam confuting; I ſhall there- 
fore confine myſelf to it, that I may have 
time to diſcuſs it more thoroughly. e 
Nov, here I dare appeal to any perſon 


of common underſtanding, who will take 


the pains to read that chapter with the leaſt 
care and attention; whether St. Pauls ſy- 
ſtem of government is not very different from 
that of the enemies of the revolution. But, 
inſtead of ſuppottiog:the ſcheme of arbitrat | 
power in the printe; and of paſſive obedience 
and non- xęſiſtance in the people, under a 
y annical adminiſtration: this =, apoſtle . 
B 2 142 093 . 


fs 

”- 
++ * 
1. + K 


8 1 ab Lernt b * 0 
: clearly ſhews,'\that the proper end and *. 


hgh of civil government is the good of the 


- ſubjefts; and upon bis very principle it is, 


2 
1 


that he enforces the duty, and infers the 1 
obligation of obedience and ſubmiſſion to 
the higher powers. 80 that the praper 


ground: of the apoſtle! s$; argument: for: ſub- 
jection fails, and ceaſeth, when rulers be- 


come tyrants, and therefore he cannot ra- 
tionally be underſtood; to require ſubjection 
ta them in that caſe. Nothing can be plainer 
to this purpoſe Wan the followint words.“ 
For rulers are not a terror to good works; 
. but to the evi. Wil thou then not he 


© afraid of the power? do that which is 


©. good, and — ſhalt have praiſe of the! 


te fame. For he is the miniſter of God 


* to thee:: for: goods: But, if thou do that 


r Which ee, de afraid ; for he beargtli 
e not; the ſword in vain : for he is the mi- 


3 niſter of God, N « revengen to execute 
* wrath upon him that doth eil. Wherefore, 


« ye muſt. needs be ſubject] not aniy for 


«-/ wrath; but alſo: for conſcience. ſake.“ 


And thus you ſee St. Fol himſelf urgeth 
tze duty of allegiance upon the conſciences 
of cbriſtians, from the conſideration uf the 
beneficial. tendency and deſign of the magi⸗ 

ſctate's office, as ordained! hy God for the 
Fo good of. wankind, and for- the welfare o | 
vil: TO Te" ore gan feced po ans 
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5 ne 
oe government, but the contrary. This may 


ſeem a paradox to many people, who know 
| thin? cf v8 Nero but bis 5 cl 


4 Def of Me get Genen, 13 


"extends no farther than to the caſe 


| of thoſe: rulers, wah pond for A Public and 
5 common good. 


truth of dbb matter ee to be 


Fo plainly: this ſome ehriſtians in thoſe days 


had their ſcruples about the lawfulnefs/ and 


authority of civil government in general, at 
the leaſt as lodged in the hands of heathens. 
Now, for the fatisfaction of theſe perſons, St. 
Paul argues the point from the uſeful and 


1 deſign of the magiſtrate's office. 


| And this uus enough to ferve his preſent 
_ purpoſe, without deſcending to the perſo- 
Bal characters of any rulers in being at that 


time; which was no part of the” queſtion in 


Alfa. . 28 Nv | 8 


But, u the friends of fla ery ane tyranny, 


and be ungenerous enemies of public liberty, 
may have no ſubterfuge left for their hypo- 
thelis; 1 will now make them as fair a con- 


ceſlipn as they can deſire, and ſuppoſe, wir 


them, that Sk. Paus defign was to preis 
ſubjeftion to the empetot Nero in pet ſon, 
Thope however, to make it appear, that ke 
was far from enjoining thereby a flaviſh* obe- 


dienes to eruel and e princes, or 
preaching u Na doctrine of paſſive obedience 
ſtanee under a perfecuting oppre- 


27 as 
a great 
author 


* ä 


2 
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2 Fi 14 . dean be 0 


1 1.3 * LOC 
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author hath well obſer 


6e, W 


* how bad ſoever this emperor. Was aſten. 


Wards he had not as yet ſhewn himſelf 
< ſo, as to diſturb and alarm his ſubjects 5 
* by any public violation of right and ju- 
| ul ſticg. Ther time, of writing this epillle, 
{.biſhop,..P carſon (who was an excellent 
Judge . caſe) fixeth to the third 
ce year of Nero 2. and we hei from hiſtory,” 
©, that. he. acted ſuch @;paſt.in maſt things, | 
upon his firſt coming to the empire, as 
_ «obtained him a very great reputation for 
virtue, gogd nature and generoſity. 
Now, what is here ſuggeſted as a great. 
froba n 0 1 {hall endeavour, to ſhew to be a 
certain verity, viz. _ Nero was no Hrant 1 
he character of a gend N fat 
whe! 8. Paul wrote his s epiltlc to 
the Romans, ey” % 114:349. ba ovnt.y 2:77 
Taking it. 8 "A granted, that, this pie 
fie. was written at the time aforeſaid, I pro- 
ceed to obſerve, that Nero died in the 3 
year of his life, and in 858 4fhof of his — 4 
a Þ that from, and after, the date of the, ſaid 
5 epiſtle, Nero ago: about eleven years, Du- 
115 which, f pace. of time, he had ſufficient 


fure and opportunity (and being i in the heat 


of h he wanted. we my ani to ad 
| het dal 1 14 3 31} 16 Aan 233 4 


2 Wh 5 Ion 49:50 fk | Natz ger & kl 551 
0 hp mk 


| o et altero ætatis am ap inner quars | 
5 ra Ht lth, 7. cap. 9. 


"Defra of the er Slane. 16 
he: manners and adminiſtratidn for the 
Worſe; dae accofdingly he did within that 
period, as will evidently! 15 75 from the 
memoirs of his life and reig. 

It is certain that Nero began Sion with 
great popularity and general applauſe. He 

-<, ſet out with a great ſhew of piety, and 
eto give further proof of his good diſpoſi- 
. tions, having declared that he would govern 

5 , according te the preſcript and pattern of Au- 
zs, he laid hold on all opportunities, to 

Sata his liberality and clemency and oblig- 
"I" «ing manner.” . Inſomuch that being de- 
ed to ſign the execution of a condemned 
malefactor, he appeared todo it with the greateſt 
reluctance, ſaying, how glad ſhould I be if 
did not underſtand letters. 1 Theſe 
and ſuch like things are related of Nero by 

Suetonius. Such then Was the beginning of this 
emperor's reign! . His vices | being yet con- 
e cealed. 8 As Tacitus faith of him; and 
the like remark the fame hiſtorian makes of 
Nero, in the fourth or fifth year of his reign. 
5 be num; the Carre us en the date of the 
l F182 £4 OATH FEI 1; 37 41 10 1. 1 Te 
MM ·‚· STOMACH e | 

.*. Orſus manera a pietati e r. Suet. li. 6. 
| a, Raus, ut certiorein live indolem oſtenderet, ex 

Huguſti preſcripto imperaturum profeſſus, neque liberali- 
tatis, neque clementiz, nec comitatis quidem exhibendæ 
_ occafionem omiſit. Suet. ibid. cap; 10. 

i vellem inquit, Mie, Itteras, f Lem. ibid, 

Abditis adhuc vitiis. © | 
"oP Vid. Tacit. annal, lib, Th — 
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-epiſtte; to the Noniamt, as: mentioned before, 


From whehce I conclude that Nero's public 
charactet appeared to the world in a fair light, 
at the time when that epiſtle was written, 


Ane insthe third year of his reign. -: ©! 


But, in order to give: ſome farther light 
10 this point of hiſtory, I ſhall here produce 
the teſtimony of Euſelius; who, ſpeaking 
of St. Pants. firſt en before Nerd, 


bath theſe Words. . It is likely that, 
Vero carrying matters with more Moder. 


tion at the beginning, Pauls apology met 
with a mote favourable teception zt that 


- time; bat [afterwards proceeding to the 


< moſt lawleſs outrages, among. Reither 5 


e crhelties, he turned His fury againſt the apo- 


e ſtles. From this paſſage I gathet; that 
Nero: was no tyrant or perſecutor when St. 
Paul wrote his epiſtle to the Romans; Be- 
cauſe that epiſtle was edinfeſſedly writter before 
his firſt appearance before Nero ; upon which 
becaſion; nevertheleſs; he obtained a-favour- 
able audience through the then wonted cle- 
meney of that emperor.— Again, from the 


fame hiſtorian we learn, that Nero was firmly 


ſettled in his government before he began to 
encreaſe his crvelties upon | chriſtians ' and 


others, And, * . E acronnt b tag | 
od wt. 
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it appears, that Nero did not throw off the 
Maſk, and break out into his extravagancies | 
till the eigbth year of his reign, that is to 
ay, five years after the date of the fore- men- 
tioned epiſtle.* In ſhort, we have ſcripture 
evidence, no lefs than demonſtrative, that 
| Nero was no perſecutor at the time when 
St. Paul wrote his epiſtle to the Romans. 
For it is evident from the epiſtle itſelf, that 
St. Paul wrote it before he had ever been at 
Nome. And yet, after his arrival there, 
« Paul dwelt two whole years in his own 
% hired houſe, and received all that came in 
* unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching thoſe things which concern 
«the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all confidence, 
"Fr! freedom,) no man forbidding bim.“ + 
But, ſuch liberty would not have been al- 
lowed him, if the chriſtians had been per- 
ſecuted during that time, eſpecially conſider- 
ing, that St. Paul's character Was well known 
at the court, and to Cæſar's houſhold, 8 
Upon the whole then, it is manifeſt, that 
dhe emperor Nero was no perſecutor, no 
tyrant at the time ſpecified. Conſequently, 
if St. Paz}, in writing to the Romans, preſſed 
wr rat to | Nero in I; by o doing, 
he 


1 * Nipane 92 25e Zyerec This. Bald clas 7 ao. Se 28 
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ese gas. Euſeb. ibid. cap. * et 29. p. 53. 
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be did not enjqin obedience to a cruel ae 
nical govern, but quite the reverſe, even 
to a good and gracious, a juſt and generous 
prince; for lach w. was the public character of 
' young Nero at that very time; how much 
{oever he degenerated afterwards, fromthe for- 
mer mildneſs and lenity of his adminiſtration. 
And now, what in the name of wiſdom, © 
comes of the ſenſeleſs and. romantic ſcheme of 
abſolute ſo oyereignty and ſubjection, which the 
fooliſh notions of arbitrary power have endea- 
voured to erect upon this foundation? ſince 
the ground-work of their hypotheſis is de- 
ſtroyed, the ſuperſtructure mult fall of courſe, 


and tumble down upon their heads, as a rui- - 


nous heap of confuſion, and a laſting mo- 
nument of their own madneſs and Qcnidity. 
Upon the ruins of this great rebel, the wiſe 
principles of the revolution are firmly eſta- 


'  bliſhed and the noble ſtand, which was made 


at that critical time, againſt tyrannical op- 
preſſion, is fully allied upon the beſt max- 
ums of reaſon and religion. In anſwer 
then to the queſtion, who the perſons are 
to whom ſubjection is properly due; I fay, in 


anſwer to this queſtion, as applied to 1 


ſelves and to our own caſe at the preſent 
juncture, I reply, his majeſty king George and 


5 Huis lawful deputies. It is by national conſent 


that the crown of theſe realms hath been 
ſettled in his illuſtrious houſe, a conſent as 
| l as the nature of the caſe required, a 


D% 1 5 con- 


% 


\ 
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cCbfſent chat hath been repeatedly ratified by 
tte choſt ſolemn oaths 6F allegiance, a con- 


ſent which hath never yet been revoked, and 
which never ought to be revoked, fo long as 


his preſent majeſty, or any of his royal iſſue, 


wears the crown with ſo much honour to 
himſelf, and with ſo great happineſs to his 
ſubjects, as the faithful guardian of our re- 


 ligion and liberties. But, if ever there ſhould 


1 neceſſity for the ſceptre of theſe king- 


doms to ſhift hands again, by another revo- 


lution in the government, ( which God 


. forbid,) I hope the Britiſb nation will never 


be fo infatuated, as to make choice of a 


perſon for their prince, who brings his po- 
1 litics from Faris and his religion from Rome. 


| Second! 754 now proceed, after conſidering 
the Perſons to whom ſubjectjion is re- 


quired as properly due, to explain the _ 


nature and extent of this ſubjection. 


And here I muſt premiſe one general re- 


mark, which may rectify ſome popular mi- 


ſtakes, upon this head of ſubjection to civil 


governors, viz. that the ute len due to 


the civil magiſtrates only relates to civil af- 
fairs, and hath properly no concern with 


religious matters. This, I take to be a ma- 


terial point, which perhaps, hath ſeldom 
been rightly ſtated or underſtood ; and there- 


fore it requireth and deſerveth our particular 
-The duty of ſubjection to 


conſideration, 
C4 6: „ civil 


t 3 
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1 civil governors hath been ſtretched ſo far * 
ſwome perſons, as to include a conformity. in 
religion to the ſentiments of our ſuperiors; as 
if it were unlawful to diſſent from humanly 
eſtabliſhed forms of worſhip. (A notion which 
I confeſs obtained among the heathens.“ But 
this is no reaſon that it ſhould. be a rule for 
chriſtians.) To this end, the Feuiſb polity. | 
|  __ , hath been drawn into a precedent ; but for 
j Want of conſidering the peculiar nature of 
= that conſtitution, which was a national theo- 
cn. Wherein the God of Trae! was their 
= proper lawgiver and king: and when any 
= - magiſtrates can produce the like poſitive com» = 
| miſſion that Moſes had, to erect religious 
eſtabliſnments then, but not before, may 
they require and exact a ſtrict conformity . ==» 
their own ſentiments from all their ſubjects. 
The chriſtian diſpenſation is of another na- 
dure. | The kingdom of Chriſt is not of 
= this world. # As he is the ſole king and 
i .lawgiverin his church by the 9 FG and 
appointment of God the Father; ſo, he bath 
commifſioned no perſons © to . it over 
| . heritage, § or to exerciſe a dommun 


——— Vue tr rn 
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e over their faith.” || On the contrary, our 
bleſſed Lord hath prohibited every kind of 
. domination] in en matters among his fol- 

f | lowers. | 
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| + See Pufendorf* s nature of religion in reference 0 
1 the ſtate. Sect. ii, c. 
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| lowers. © But, be not ye called rabbi, . one 


* is your maſter even Chriſt, and all ye are 
e brethren. And call no man your father upon 
ct the earth; for one is your father, which 


ei in heaven : neither be ye called maſters, ; : 


for one is your maſter, even Chriſt. 1 | 
| The doctrine of his apoſtles is perfectly agree- 


able to their divine maſter's inſtructions; and 


nothing, which they have ſaid concerning the 
duty of ſubjection to civil governors, can be 


extended to religious matters without the _ 
greateſt abſurdity in point of true critici/m.. 


The right method to underſtand the true 

: meaning, of the holy ſcriptures, or any other 
Vritings, antient or modern, is to conſider the 
circumſtances of perſons and things at the time 
of writing. Let us apply this rule to the caſe in 


hand, and we ſhall preſently ſee, that the gene- 


ral commands of obedience to civic magiſtrates 
in the new teſtament, muſt be limited and 
reſtrained to civil affairs. Becauſe, in that 
period the government of the world was in 
the hands of idolatrous heathens, and continued 
ſo to be for about three hundred years after 
Chriſt; during which long ſpace of time the 
| chriſtians were non-conformiſts and diſſenters 
from all human eſtabliſhments of religion up- 
on earth. So that St. Paul had condemned his 
©... own pracice, and wy of the primitive church, 
7 : „ is 


Mat. xxiii. 8, —10. concerning the proper meaning 
of theſe different ticles, LL a, Selden, de Snedriis, lib, 2. 
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© * in the firſt and pureſt ages, if he had 3 1 
1 quired chriſtians to be ſubject to the civil 
IS * | "pages in matters. of religion. But, in 
| this weighty and facred affair, thoſe wiſe | 
l honeſt men proceeded by an higher rule 
2 bg than any 'human authority; a rule which 
mamuſt infallibly approve itſelf to the unpre- 
* -  Judiced reaſon of all mankind, and may _ 
| 6k lodge an appeal on its own behalf in 
mans conſcious breaſt, The rule they went 
by was this; whether it be right 2 
of God to hearken unto you more : than 
% unto God, judge ye. * ' 
| _ Religion i is an aer of the higheſt moment 
a portance ; but it lieth immediately 
n, God and every man's own conſci- 
.. ence. It is founded in rational conviftion, 
and a thorough perſuaſion of the mind. so 
tat e can be more oppoſite and re- 
paugnant to the proper nature and eſſence of 
| religion than the ſuppoſing it to be * 
which other perſons may chuſe for us, or 
 hawfully impoſe upon us. On the contrary, 
| * ſo far as concerneth matters of religion, it is 
| | | the duty of magiſtrates to preſerve; public 
0 order and peace, by reſtraining a ſpirit of 
| _ perſecution; and preventing their ſubjects from 
Ml. - impoſing upon one another in this great a. 
| 3 - far, and granting the free exerciſe of reli» 
ill gion to all perſons capable of giving proper 
0 for their 8000 behaviour to the go- 
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|  veroment they are under. In a word; con- 


1 ſcience is God's vicegerent, every man's own _ 
. reaſon. is a ſovereign thing, and makes him a 


f ſuperior law to himſelf, which no power upon 


55 earth hath a right to ſuperſede: otherwiſe, 


this abſurdity would follow, vi. that God a 


hath given out inconſiſtent and contradictory 


powers, which deſtroy each other: and, if 
this were really the caſe, the foundation of 

all religion and RENE too would' an 
| overthrown. oo Hub w 0 2 | 

This then, is what 1 bad to cult; 4þ 

relation to the ſubjection due to civil mag 
ſtrates, vi. that it relates only to civil affairs, 
and bath properly no concern with avian 
matters. To extend the duty farther, is 
plainly to pervert St. Paul's meaning; ck 


words muſt have a determinate ſenſe, equally _ 


applicable to chriſtian and heathen magiſtrates, 
And now, who can be ſo blind, as not 
1 to ſee, that a popiſh prince muſt neceflarily 
be a moſt unfit and improper perſon to go- 
vern a proteſtant people? but, by ſad expe- 
rience all the world knows, that popery, 
wherever it hath power, is a perſecuting re- 
ligion. A melancholy truth! which I take no 

_ Pleaſure in repeating, . The facts upon which 
this heavy charge is grounded are too noto- 
rious to be denied, and too ſhocking not to 
be mentioned with horror and deteſtatioh. 
They are written in blood and may be read 
by the Light, of Smith — fires, and num- 
; berleſs 


. RR. EE * _ were?! EE LS? 
= berlel "other flames of proteſtant e 89 
= 8 'E => Bleſſed men! who rather choſe to die, than 
1 3 -,embrace that abſurd and inhuman religion, 
Lf © which put them to death. And this is the 
had alternative, which we muſt: expect to 
de offered to us, if popery, this abomination of 
=  _ Hefolation; ſhould mount the throne, and ever 
come to bere-eſtabliſhed in theſe kingdoms of 
"Great Britain and Ireland. Turn or burn, 
will then be the word again. And, can 
any man be ſo ſtupid as to imagine, that a 
_ . Popiſh prince hath any right buman or di- 
vine, to wear the crown, or to ſway the 
ſceptre of theſe realms? if ſuch a pretender 
were not excluded by the general voice and 
vote of the nation (though without his own ' 
conſent which was never to be expetted, and 
therefore could not be required to make this 
__  aGtoff the people valid) yet is he diſqualifiet 
in the very nature of things to maintain our 
juſt rights and privileges, being ſelf excluded, 
and ſelf abdicated by his own: deſtructive 
Principles. And this clearly ſhews how rea- 
fſonable and how neceſſary that public act of 
excluſion was, and how rightly the wiſdom 
of the nation judged, in ſettling the crown 
upon a proteftant branch of the royal fa- 
N mily, that illuſtrious houſe which now wears 
| | 
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dience. What this obedience is, and wherein 
it conſiſts, I am now to explain in ſome parti- 


„„ | 
1. This duty includeth ab/tarning from all 
ſeditious practices. This is the leaſt thing 
that can be meant by being ſubject to prin» ' 
cipalities, -and powers. The ſubjection here 
required ſtands in oppoſition to all reſiſtance 
and rebellion. * Let every ſoul be ſubject. 
« to the higher powers, for there is no power 
but of God, the powers that be, are ordained 
6 of God; whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the 
power, refiſteth the ordinance of God.. 
But by requiring chriſtians to be ſubject to the 
higher powers, the apoſtle muſt be underſtood 
to forbid, not only open reſiſtance by force 
of arms; but whatever hath a tendency this 
way, © all practiſing out of a ſpirit of averſe- 
** neſs, oppoſition and contradiction.” “ 
2. It comprehends alſo a dutiful and peace- 
able obedience to the lawful commands of our 
ſuperiors (acting within their proper ſphere, of 
which before.) This is properly to obey 
magiſtrates. . The laws and conſtitutions of 
a country ſo far as they no way interfere 
with the laws of God, nor intrench upon 
the divine prerogative, are the ſtanding rules 
of civil and ſocial life; and every violation 
of theſe rules is proportionably an act of 
ſedition againſt the majeſty of the ſtate; 
which undermineth the foundations of civil 
ſociety, and fo tends only to anarchy and 
1 8 confu- 
Rom. xii, 1, 2. + See Dr. Whithy, in lic. t æebpxes. 
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confuſion directly or indirectly, by the fob. 
verſion of all public order. Therefore, that 
we may acquit ourſelves well upon this head 
of chriſtian duty, we muſt pay a due regard 
to the wholſome laws of the land, and 
Rudy © to live peaceable and quiet lives in 
all godlineſs and honeſty.“ For, thoſe 
men are a fort of rebels who act contrary 
to law and juſtice in public or private life: 
but « hcl y they that by falſhood and per- 

jury deftroy all mutual confidence between | 

wo and man. 

3. Another branch of ſubjection 1. to 
wivil governors, conſiſteth in vchearfiully con- 
rtriluting to the ſupport of the government by 

> wut petlors and parks, as occaſion requires = 
from time to time. This, I prefume, is 
what the apoſtle intends here in the text, 0 ET” 
Being ready to every good work. We ſh oul 
therefore grudge no perſonal labour and aſ- 
 Iftance when it becomes neceffary to the 


2 fafety and utility; but be ready to 
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hazard our lives as well as fortunes in the 
defence of our king and country, againſt 

dur common enemies foreign and domeſtic. 
This is a good and a great work in times of 
tommon danger. . Beſides, in the ordinary 


courſe of things, expences unavoidably 
attend the ration. of public affairs; 
8 1 6 the ag of tribute or taxes, is a ne- 
1 5 + ORE 5 | 
by See, all a fake, or an earned buen vos 
Tou * Sc. | 
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ceflary branch of the duty and allegiance, 
which we owe to the government God hath 
| {et over us. For this cauſe pay ye tri- 
* bute alſo; for they are God's miniſters at- 
* tending continually upon this very thing; 
that is to ſay, upon the affairs of their high 
office, and it is fit they ſhould be well payed 
for their attendance. This in part, is render- 
ing unto Ceſar the things that are Cæſan's; 
as Chriſt faid with a view to the tribute- 
money, | - BC fond 
4. It is likewiſe the duty of ſubjects to 
ſupport the credit and authority of their go- 
vernors, by forbearing themſelves, and diſ- 
cCountenancing in others all {currileus and 
; roundleſs reflections upon the government. 
In this view, St. Paul may be ſuppoſed to 
ſubjoin the next words after the text, viz. 
0 ſpeak evil of uo man, © It is written, 
thou ſhalt not ſpeak. evil of the ruler of 
* thy people,” + fo peak evil of dignities 
is treaſon in the lips; and it is treaſon in the 
heart only to hear ſuch language with plea- 
* without juſt offence. All endea- 
vaurs to leſſen the authority, and to fully 
the majeſty of the government; by render- 
ing it odious and contemptible in the eyes 
of the public, haye a miſchievous tendency ; 
for which reaſon treaſonable words as well 
as actions fall under the cognizance of hu- 
man laws in all well-regulated ſocieties. It 
r „ 
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this kind of legerdemain, 
may perform wonderful feats; Wo” ma ri 
| ſtrangely bewitch mens underſtandings, an 
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| is pollible, however, for cunning ill-minded 
men to evade the rs th this reſpect, and 
to libel the government with ſo much art 
and diſguiſe, by diſtant hints and dark innu- 
endos, that one may eaſily gueſs at their 


5 weaving, without taking hold of their words. 


ut, if in ſuch covert ways of reflection 
there is more guile, there is not leſs guilt 


than in the moſt open revilings ; ; Nay, of the 


two perhaps the former is the more dangerous 
and pernicious method of evil. ſpeaking. There 


is commonly ill- nature enough in the world 


to be pleaſed \ with a fatyrical jeſt. And thus, 

people are apt to be taken with the wit of 
a Aly inſinuation, when they wonld be ſhocked 
at the impudence of a downright aſſertion, 
which hath nothing to ſupport it, but mere 
conjecture and ſurmiſe. In this caſe, inſi- 
nuation commonly paſſeth for proof, aht 
the artful manzer of ſay ing a thing, ſtriketh 


the imagination of the unwary and injudi- 


cious ſo, as that they, forget to conſider what 
evidence. there is for the thing itſelf, and 10 
the wit ſerves inſtead of argument. 

F political Jugler 


by the aids of falſe lights and colours, throw 
ſo thick a miſt before their eyes, as will 


miſrepreſent every object; perfectly diſpuife 
the truth of things, and cauſe the moſt ci- 
vilized country to look like a land of mon- 


Ae In 5 a man that can fairly _ 
| | non hing, 
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uence againſt * public e ate may 


be able to bint, inſinuate and ſurmiſe a great 


deal; ſo as to make honeſt people wonder 


and ſtare, and imagine ſtrange things, ſuch 
as never were, never will be. But, ſo mach 


for the gentlemen of this craft. 

5. 1 might add, it is a chriſtian aue to 
pray for our governors. | For, whether it 
can properly be conſidered as a branch of fub- 
jection or not, to them, it is an inſtancę of 
obedience to God the king of kings. 1 


, exhort therefore, that' firſt of all, fuppli. 


ce cations, prayers, interceſſions and giving of 
e thanks "be made for all men; for kings, and 
for all. that are in authority; that we may 


ce jead a quiet and peaceable life in all 


4 : 


4. lineſs and honeſty,” * This direction of _ 
St. Paul was carefully obſeryed by the pri- 


mitive chriſtians, + who prayed for the Ro- 


Wy 


man emperor though an heathen, in their 
religious aſſemblies; and it I gill a proper 


rule of chriſtian deyotion. 


And now, having cadres to explain 
the nature and extent of that ſubjection, 


which is due to our lawful See 1 


N in the next place, 


«og, To! piths. the ob nth * this 
duty by ſome proper N W 


— 7 <4 
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* x Tim. ii. 1. 2 


+ See Dr. id 5: $ collections on the place. 


© Tanna Dy and LOYALTY : * ; 


Ho "6 hers. _ ſhall. only inſiſt briefly w up mn 
ſome 1 cipal conliderations, which arc 

85 us in the holy ſcriptures : as thi 
1 muſt have a ; peculiar | 
mY with every true chriſti but eſpeci- 
ally with every conſiſtent roteſtant, Who 
| bn Door his religion Fa am the bible as 
| the ſacred ſtandard of 10 faith and practice. 
al We ought to be ſubject, in 3 of 

1 : becauſe. Ps wn 1 5 | 
17 71 ds upon 


nds Or A ſpirit : 

en an and kebellon tends to 
nd deſtruction in this world. 3 
6 is det the apoſtle hath obſerved, in re- 
| ation. to the office af the civil magiſtrate; 
For he 1 is the miniſter. of God to thee for 

good: but if thou do that which is evil, 
oy _ afraid; for be beareth not the {ſword 
4 40 vain, for he 1 Is 1 the miniſter ih G d, 

1 , Cevenger to Execute. res Wen f him that 
| 18 doth. evil. | : 
2. We muſt be ſubject to our lawful . 
* from a principle of canſcience towards 
h is another 2 Aue ie wy 60 f 

of ciyil ſubjection expr inſiſted on by 
of aul. f ” ag 4 muſt needs. be 


Mi ſubject not only for wrath, but alſo for ; 
»b4, conſcience fake.” The true ground of 
1 e e is. this, viz. that civil ma- 1 

iſtracy is a divine ordinance ; and therefore, | 


er reſiſteth the magiſtrate } in the a 
* 


1 


{x 15 . 


IR 5 \Rom, zl. 4. 
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ful execution of his office, reſiſteth the or- 
dinance of God, and the miniſter of God: 
conſequently every ſuch perſon tebelleth 
againſt the divine government itſelf. This 
is the true ſtate of the caſe as the apoſtle 
hath juſtly repreſented it.? So that ſubſection 
to lawful governors is no light or trivial mat- 
ter, with which" men may eaſily diſpenſe, 
without any great inconvenience, under ſlight 
pretences; but we are bound in conſcience, to 
the faithful diſcharge of this great duty, not 
only that we may eſcape wrath and puniſhment 
from men; but alſo to ſhun the diſpleaſure 
of almighty God, who is a God of order and 
not of confuſion. For they that refit ſhall 
« receive to themſelves. damnation.” Þ 
3. We ate indiſpenſablyobliged to Wedge; 
by the relation we ffand in to Chrift, This 
argument is urged by the apoſtle Peter, in 
che following words. Submit yourſelf 90 
* every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, 
whether it be to the king as ſupreme, or 
* unto governors as unto them that are 
ir ſent by him for: the' puniſhment of evil- 
e doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
„ well,” - Chriſtians are here commanded ro 
ſubmit themſelves to civil magiſtrates for the 
Lord's ſake; that is to ſay, for the fake of 


| the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe diſciples and 


followers we profeſs ourſelves to de; in con- 
ence of which · profeſſion, we are indiſ- 


gen obliged to obey his commands, and 


to 


dee Rom. xii, 1, 2, Gr. 1 Rom. xili, 2. 


82 LIBERTY and Lor AL Ty: Or, 


to imitate his example, and thereby to conſult 
the Honour and intereſt of his Holy religion. 
Nor hath our bleſſed Saviour ſet before us a 
fairer pattern of our duty in any one inſtance 
than in the eaſe before us. Witneſs his hum- 
ble, modeſt, peaceable behaviour throughout 
the whole of his deportment: to ſay nothing 
at preſent of the miracle he wrought to pay the 
tribute money, rather than give any offence. 
And certainly a ſtrict conformity to Chriſt i in 
this amiable part of his moral character, can- 
not fail to reflect a great | beauty and luſtre 
n our chriſtian profeſſion. - How can we 
por the doctrine of God our Saviour better, 
than by the ornament. of: a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which is of great price in the fight of God, and 
appears exceeding. comely in the eyes of men 
therefore, on account of the relation we ſtand in 
to Chriſt, it greatly behoveth us to be ſub- 
ject to principalities and powers, to obey ma- 
giſtrates to be ready to every, good work, as 
he hath taught us both by example and pre- 
cept, for the honour of religion, and that we 
may not bring a reproach upon our holy profeſ-— 
fion by a turbulent factious and perverſely unea- 
ſy hich This argumentwasof great force at the 
beginning of the chriſtian church, when it met 
with violent oppoſition from an ignorant, ill- 
natured; ungrateful world ; and it will have its 
weight (till, with all perſons that are fincerely 
concerned for the credit of chriſtianity in an 


age of ſcandalous * and apoſtacy. 
0 . ſhall 
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1 hall now..conclude this ſubject, with 


1 1 following brief refleRions: 


We may from hence obſerve, that the 


| right and claim. which civil governors have 
to the allegiance of their ſuhjects, is eſſenti- 


ally founded in their. uſefulneſs to civil ſociety. 35 


80 So as they diſcharge their high and im- 


7 portant truſt well, they are to be teſpectfully | 


' regarded as the miniſters of God, in faith- 
fu ly executing the office, which he bath or- 
dained for a common good; and under this 
ſacred character they jay deſerve our higheſt 
veneration, and moſt affectionate loyalty, as 


the great bengfactors of mankind.“ But if 


they do not anſwer the Proper end and de- 
ſign of their office; if, inſtead of ſupport- 


5 5 = law and juſtice by a wiſe and equitable ad- 
miniſtration, they rule with deſpotic rigour, 
and purſue arbitrary, tyrannical and oppreſſive 


ſchemes of government; they are worthy to 


be diſpiſed and depoſed, as no better than 
nuſurpers upon the common rights and liberties 


of mankind; although they were deſeended - 


from a race of antient kings, vaunt them- 


ſelves upon | the: juſtly exploded pretence of 


Hereditary right, for want of better qualifica- 
tions. In this caſe, that political rhaxim, 


holds good ; © it is expedient for us that one 


5 % man ſhould die for. the people, and that the 
< . whole nation - periſh not.” Give me leave 
therefore td wen you; once oe _ a 


* Luke x xxii. 5 "ff John xi, 5 


boureth under a moral incap 


5 and thereby ſ 


Furſuing 2 common good; and 


= — n . 
yy * 
n 


- ; * 
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34 LIBERTY and Loxar ry —— 
popiſh prince can have no right at all, but la. 
2 s 


Capacity to goyern a —_ 
Pfoteſtant people; for beſide 8 


des that religious ls. 
very, leads the way. to civil y ranny and oppreſ. 
Hon, a popiſh Prince is a fir enemy to the pro- 
teſtant religion; which his avowed principles 
(bow artfully ſoever diſguiſed upon an 1 
to ſerve a preſent turn) oblige him to extirpate 
under the notion of damnable hereſy, 2 - - 
2. We learn from what hath been dif. bu. 
and miſchief of a ſpirit 


+ As this temper ane 
conduct is highly Provoking to God, ſo it is + 
very hurtful to men, and ex 


4 5 


aking upon them 10 
y ſtep of an adminiſtration. * 


9 


Longe tNEmIto- proceed from bed to won 2 = 


Pirit up a ſtronger Oppoſition to 
the public mea ſures; and thus 


e formed 
e too prone to ſtudy each 
| of. jointly 
2, and, where a party 


What muſt be the c 


nſequence 2) — chri- 


. * 


ee eee 


* 
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"a prudence and piety will teach us to 
- guard againſt both extremes of public ſlavery 


and fusion; not permitting us en the one 


| fide, to juſtify bad things out of a falſe loyalty, 
nor allowing us, on the other fide, to find 
.- fault, out of a ſpirit of contradiction and oppo- 
KT ſition without a cauſe, much leſs to make any 
| reſiſtance to the government without the moſt 
+ urgent and preſfing neceſſity : ſuch a neceſ- 
ſity as chat, which brought about the ever 
| memorable revolution, when the religion and 
- liberties of theſe kingdoms were at ſtake; and, 
| when poperyand arbitrary power were appa- 
_ rently in danger to ſweep away all before them 
like a mighty torrent. Rleſſed be God for that 
great workl and may his good providence, from 
time to time, ſeaſonably defeat, and effec- 


tually confound every attempt, that is made 


to wreſt out of our hands the in valuable 
bleſſings of the proteſtant ſucceſſion. HoW 
weak, and how wicked are the ground and 
motives of the preſent rebellion ! and how 
little good can be expected from a ſet of men, 


whoſe very claims of power are founded upon 


the principles of tyranny, 85 the ruins of 


5 Britiſh liberty | 
. Finally, what abundant. ea 1 5 we 


| to be thankful to God, that we now live un- 
der a government, which we can obey with 


pleaſure and ſatisfaction! a government, 


whoſe yoke is eaſy, and whoſe burden 1s light, 


in compariſon with the nations around us; a 
5 govern- 
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government under which liberty and N | 


| : are preſerved entire, without an) retching 
2 of the prerogative to injure and oppteſs. the 


lubjet! who ean Wonder, if fuch a govern- 


ment as this aan der ne admired WE: = 


careſſed Ac home, WY) 2 
part of the nation, as it i enyied an 


abroad.) —it is an happy cifcuinſtance for us, 
= that the throne of theſe - talms now ſtands 


upon the principles of liberty; and that the 


_ preſent royal family ſways the ſceptre, in con- 
ſiequence of a reyolution, which proceeded 
ftom thoſe principles.“ This may juſtly 
be looked upon as a good omen, and a great 
ſecurity, under God, of the long continu- 
aance of our moſt valuable rights and privi- 
3 LESS leges, both civil and ſacred. Let us thank- 
lully rejoice in the pleaſing proſpect; and 
Alert us teſtify our gratitude to the king of kings, 
buy joining hearts and hands at this important 


crifis, in ſupporting the royal family, which = 


iz now in poſſeſſion of the crown; 5 and | 
Which divine providence. hath. raiſed | up 0 | 
be the deſenders of dur faith, theignardians | 
pf our liberty, and the glory of our land. 
And let all the people lay, AME N. 3 


* See the king's moſt excellent e to the parlia- 


5 1 at = 1 of the 8 e . 
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